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Summer Math Challenge 

Congratulation to our Summer Math Challenge participants, Ryan Moran, Bray-

den Pesantez and Justin Woychowski!  For their dedication to completing these 

challenges over the summer they were recognized at our October Caring Cou-

gar and given a small prize and certificate.   
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Ways to help at home 

Making connections to the real world is the most beneficial way students learn math.  One easy way to get your child excited 
and engaged in Math while having a real connection to everyday life is through money.   

One of the more obvious places to find people using math in everyday life is at your neighborhood grocery store. Grocery 

shopping requires a broad range of math knowledge from multiplication to estimation and percentages. 

Calculating price per unit, weighing produce, figuring percentage discounts, and estimating the final price are all great ways to 

include the whole family in the shopping experience. Encourage your child to estimate the total cost of all groceries prior to 

checkout. The difficulty can be increased by incorporating coupons, sales, and adjusted pricing for bulk items. Your little bar-

gain shoppers will thank you later when they’re saving money on their own groceries. 

With Black Friday approaching, many stores will distribute flyers with their biggest deals.  Another connection is to have your 

child ‘shop’ with these flyers.  Give them a budget and have them buy items making sure they don’t go over budget.   

 

When Will I Ever Use This Again?  

https://www.freemathhelp.com/math-real-world.html 

 

 Many students wonder when they will ever use math after graduation. It's under-
standably difficult to picture yourself ever using inverse trig functions after high school, 
but that's not the point. You may never differentiate a function in your job, but by learning 
the process you have trained your brain to problem solve while also reinforcing the basics 
of math. 
 Even a toddler is taught the very basics of counting, 1-2-3 up to 10. Whenever this toddler plays with his friends 
he can already tell them to trade three marbles for a piece of candy, or play with stuff involving simple counting. 
Through basic situations like this, math is assimilated within the innocent mind of a child. 
 When an individual is enrolled at school, his has different experiences with math. Have the teachers able to in-
ject in their teaching the relevance of the subject to the real life? Or were the students forced to like the subject, memo-
rize and recite the formulas, and read thick text books about Calculus, and other higher languages of numbers? The rele-
vance of math in the real world is not fully introduced by most teachers. 
 Everyday, we use math. Some students ordering lunch at the local fast food chain use math to count change or 
plan a budget. Its use is very valuable in everyday transactions that do not only involve money, but exchange of goods 
or any other simple business deal. Corporate executives or regular citizens who are buying a car use math to discuss 
mileage or cost. College students who are tasked to cook or bake follow a recipe. The simple decorating of a home re-
quires math principles as well to measure carpet or wallpaper. For thousands of years these same math principles have 
been practiced by all mankind around the globe. In order to get things done, especially in a modern society, you simply 
have to use mathematical concepts. 
 Math is a universal language. Anywhere you go, you can interact with people of all walks of life and they can 
understand you when you speak Math. The language of numbers or math can help anyone perform daily tasks and craft 
essential decisions. Your proficiency in math, or even just a bit of knowledge of the basic operations can help you shop 
wisely and remain within a budget. The math concepts can help you understand population growth or vote counts and 
opinion polls. If you bet on a horse, the mathematical concepts of probability can help you to place the best bet. Or, it 
may even convince you that over time you can't win. 
 Math is critical in widely different professions. Whether one is rich or poor, educated or uneducated, if one is 
taught the basic operations, he or she can become a millionaire through excellent disposition in life and wise financial 
transactions. Hence, similar to being literate in reading and writing, counting also prevails in life.  
 Even more important, though, than all of these real life applications of math are the less obvious benefits of a 
strong math background. Many jobs and hobbies will require a quick mind that is logical and able to creatively solve 
problems. Each of those skills can be perfected by studying math. It may not seem like you will use the things you learn, 
but they will improve your mind and your ability to be flexible with what you want to do in life. 



Strategy of the Month  

 

Everyone learns from sharing, and you can teach others about the new mathe-

matics ideas you are learning. Show someone at home the work you are doing in 

school and explain how you figured out the problems.  Become the teacher and 

help a younger student. Explain what you have learned and what else you want to 

know. Good teachers set goals and evaluate the progress  made toward reaching 

these goals. You will continue to be a learner whenever you become a teacher. 

 

Riddle Me This 

I am > 5 x 10. 

I am > 100. 

I am an even number. 

I am a multiple of 4. 

I am a multiple of 3. 

I am < 80. 

 

I am___________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student’s name & room number____________________________________________________________  

Parent’s signature________________________________________________________________________  


